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Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

We share the summary of the inaugural event of the project "Education Against Anti-Semitism.
Learning from the Past to Understand Contemporary Challenges. Multimedia Educational Toolkit"
("Educational Toolkit") with the objectives of WP1 in mind:

The project's launch event was held on April 28, 2025, from 12:00 to 16:00, at the Educational Center
of the Gabriel Narutowicz Institute of Political Thought in Warsaw. The meeting, organized by the
KARTA Center (consortium leader) in cooperation with the Gabriel Narutowicz Institute of Political
Thought, was the formal inauguration of the two-year international project.


https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/projekt/multimediakit/
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The main objective of the project is to create and promote a multi-perspective set of multimedia
educational tools for teachers, history and human rights educators and students aged 14-19 from
Poland and Lithuania. It aims to raise awareness of the dangers of anti-Semitism and other forms of
stigmatization and exclusion, to prevent anti-Semitic attitudes, Holocaust denial and distortion of
historical truths.

As part of the event, the consortium of partners was presented, including the Center for Citizenship
Education Foundation, the Open Education Foundation, the Lithuanian Jewish Community, the
Borderland Foundation and the Grodzka Gate NN Theater Center.

Also presented were the planned tools of the project, including the use of personal accounts and
testimonies, publications (e.g., "Girl from a Closed City," "Questions | am Asked About the
Holocaust"), a multimedia map of Holocaust sites and a 10-episode podcast, available on the portal
naucsiezhistorii.pl. The development of these tools begins with WP1 (Work Package 1) "Research of
historical source materials and preliminary selection of sources." Its main goal is to collect source
materials through archival research and searches in the archives of consortium partners, as well as
their initial selection for educational purposes within the project.

During the inauguration, a letter from Education Minister Barbara Nowacka was read out, emphasizing
the role of education in shaping responsible citizenship.

To make an attractive event for teachers and educators, we invited a very famous speaker as a
keynote speaker prof. Michat Bilewicz. His lecture was the highlight of the inauguration. It was entitled
"Teaching the Holocaust in Times of Wars and Crises." Last year he published "Traumaland. Poles in
the shadow of the past". His research focuses on the issues of conspiracy theories, prejudice,
intergroup conflict, threats to positive social identity and dehumanization, mainly exemplified by
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and ethnic conflict. He conducts research on post-genocide reconciliation
mechanisms in Poland, Germany, Armenia, Israel and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The professor highlighted challenges such as the marginalization of the Holocaust in school curricula,
the negligible impact of lessons on reducing anti-Semitism, and the risk of retraumatization of
students, especially those from Ukraine. He pointed to the increased presence of anti-Semitic content
on social media following the October 7 Hamas attacks, and the risk of manipulating the Holocaust in
the context of contemporary conflicts. Potential ways to deal with these challenges were suggested,
such as focusing on local history and the lives of Jewish communities, moving away from naturalistic
depictions of the Holocaust, and making the Holocaust message more universalized, while keeping in
mind the key role of anti-Semitism. The lecture was followed by a discussion that included naming the
perpetrators of the Holocaust, the need to teach about minorities, the use of diaries (such as Anne
Frank's) and the risk of trauma during visits to memorial sites.

During the kick-off meeting, consortium representatives collected feedback on the project's
assumptions and methods in the form of focus interviews. Teachers and educators were able to share
their opinions in small group discussions led by representatives of partner organizations. "Table
topics" included the issues of:

- use of multimedia tools and personal testimony in education against anti-Semitism (tables 1 and 2),
- methods of countering anti-Semitism locally (table 3),

- democratic and civic education through Holocaust education (table 4),

- how oral history and podcasts support education , (table 5)

- the importance of local memory, including artistic processing of memories (table 6),

- education about the difficult past in Polish-Lithuanian-Jewish relations (table 7).

A separate summary was produced from each of the table discussions, which we will present at the
end of this document, authored by the project partners leading the discussion.

Participants were able to establish valuable contacts with other teachers, educators and experts from
Poland and Lithuania - co-creating a network of cooperation in the field of Holocaust and human rights
education.

Teachers and educators learned about the possibility of participating in future workshops and trainings
organized as part of the project.

They shared their own suggestions and insights, contributing their input and perspective in shaping
the educational materials being created.

They received a free copy of the publication used in the project, a book written by Larissa Cain entitled
A Girl from a Closed City. Memories from the Warsaw Ghetto.

When contacted by the organizers, the participants expressed their willingness to join the entire
Educational Toolkit project, sharing that the project already seems to them an inspiring and fruitful
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experience. They hope that it will also translate into an increase in the quality of their teaching work
and contribute to a more effective formation of young people's attitudes. Participation in its
inauguration provided an opportunity to deepen their reflections on the challenges of historical and
human rights education and to establish valuable contacts among educators from Poland and
Lithuania.

We also conducted a European survey. We introduced it and "trained" participants, how to complete it.
We will report the results at the end of the project.

As a result of this meeting, we acquired two experts to join our team (these are Robert Szuchta and
Malgosia Glinka). Robert Szuchta is a high-level expert in the field of Holocaust education in Poland.
He has been working on this subject for several decades.

The results of the meeting - the recording is presented on the YouTube Channel of KARTA:

https://youtu.be/ICKGvmHUwWw?si=ax3YmWWwIIXkxQXt

The photos from the event are presented in the news section of the project Website:

https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/07/10/relacja-fotograficzna-z-inauguracji-projektu/

The written summary of the event is presented on the project Website and KARTA's Website:
-oraz- ja-projektu- ie/ (PL)

https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/2025/05/23/lecture-and-presentation-of-the-project-recording/ (EN)

https://karta.org.pl/aktualnosci/wyklad-nagranie-wideo (PL)

https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/07/11/rozmowy-stolikowe-wnioski/ (PL)

The consortium partners are happy that the program of the event was so attractive for the target
group. We received 55 applications from people who wanted to participate in the event. 39 of them
were participating in the event, which is quite sufficient considering that the event took place between
Easter and short vacation in Poland (Mai, 1-3).

We had to give up a press conference due to no interests from “traditional media” representatives.

Summaries of the tables led by the consortium partners:

Table No. 1: The role of personal testimonies in teaching about World War Il and the Holocaust (the
project involves the publication of two personal narratives)

Chair: Representative of the KARTA Center Foundation

Table No. 2: The use of multimedia tools in Holocaust education (refers to the multimedia educational
kit being developed)

Chair: Representative of the KARTA Center Foundation
1. Most voices were approving of the use of individual testimonies (preferably with the use of
still video, so that witnesses can be seen and heard) - a conclusion consistent with our

thesis.

2. Use of memoirs of other Polish Jewish children,

://www.jhi.pl/wydawnictwo/pietno-zagl 420 and already existing educational methods
and materials, e.g. these exercises by R. Szuchta: Exercises for teaching about the
Holocaust

3. Teaching about the Holocaust can be done not only in the context of human rights, as
mentioned by Yehuda Bauer in his essay on the Holocaust in the context of genocides. One
can also apply recommendations developed in cooperation with psychologists by the POLIN
Museum on how to work with children on the Holocaust.

4. Use film footage, e.g. the etude "By the Track," short stories about the Holocaust from TikTok


https://youtu.be/lCKGvmHUwWw?si=ax3YmWWwIlXkxQXt
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/07/10/relacja-fotograficzna-z-inauguracji-projektu/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/05/23/wyklad-oraz-prezentacja-projektu-nagranie/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/2025/05/23/lecture-and-presentation-of-the-project-recording/
https://karta.org.pl/aktualnosci/wyklad-nagranie-wideo
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/07/11/rozmowy-stolikowe-wnioski/
https://www.jhi.pl/wydawnictwo/pietno-zaglady,420
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5. Attention to the trauma of educators, in memorials - martyrdom allowance + longer vacation
time

6. TikTok - very effective, as it allows contact with young people, thus high attendance at events

7. Audio alone, i.e., podcasts, will not necessarily be popular with young people, so consider
making videos from podcasts, but short ones

8. Show Polish-Jewish life, not just death, to be done on a massive scale
9. Best practices e.g. Korczak Forest - Treblinka Museum (film about dog Bem - cartoon)

10. Best practices e.g. Freeman Tilden's "Interpretation of Heritage" at the Gate of Poznan:

https://bramapoznania.pl/-interpretacja-dziedzictwa-freemana-tildena - a method that allows
participation and even "catharsis", the question of "how to interpret" the past, the "post-war

forest" exercise

11. Conclusions of the lecture by Prof. Michal Bilewicz:

- focus on universal (e.g., the Holocaust as genocide) and non-drastic content,
instead of emphasizing the uniqueness of the Holocaust (possibly its
unprecedentedness after J. Bauer)

- dispense with the drastic nature of the events, otherwise intergroup empathy
disappears and there is a risk of retraumatization

Table No. 3: Methods to counter anti-Semitism and intolerance in the local educational environment
Moderator: Open Education Foundation

Problems:

- Students and teachers do not get involved in Jewish commemoration activities;

- Students of a branch school - anti-Semitic slogans

- Opposition to mural about ghetto heroes, anti-Semitic grounds

- No group has ordered a lesson on Jewish culture

- acquiescence to public expression of anti-Semitic views

- accusations of "Jewishness" against those dealing with the subject matter

- the disappearance of empathy in young people and adults

- no open anti-Semitic statements, but there are inscriptions on walls and benches

What should be taken into account when implementing the project?

- Taking care of the well-being of those dealing with the subject matter

- Variety of tools, matching age groups

- Eliminating stereotypes and prejudices by providing knowledge, e.g. lessons on Jewish heritage
- Tell the story in the language of the students

- Do not moralize;

- Lessons based on concrete values

- Personal stories

- Embedding in a multicultural context

- Looking for connections between the story and contemporary issues


https://bramapoznania.pl/-interpretacja-dziedzictwa-freemana-tildena
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- Tools should be universal in nature, i.e. shape attitudes of openness towards Others
- Grounded in locality, show the richness of culture in the local context

- Witnesses to history

- Learning through involvement, students as causal subjects

- Project work, an attempt by young people to solve specific problems

Table No. 4: Shaping democratic and civic attitudes through Holocaust education
Instructor: the Center for Civic Education

Why do we want to teach young people about the Holocaust?

e So that we are not indifferent, so that, in the words of Marian Turski, "Auschwitz did not fall
from the sky."

e at school | observe the exclusion of students for "trivial" reasons - at school it is easy to do
s0; and from this the spiral of hatred can begin

e memory is to warn us against repeating mistakes

e to talk also about the present, for example, a lesson on national attitudes from history - show
contemporary examples

e therefore, because it is inscribed in the school curriculum (answering perversely), and
seriously, it is worth talking about and showing the mechanisms of abuse of power and their
consequences (also using examples from today)

e it is worth showing the young what totalitarianism is all about - as a consciousness-building,
warning - to say this to the young who live in a free country

e in the context of anti-discrimination education - there is no such subject separately, so a
lesson on the Holocaust, but also on what came before/the 1930s, anti-Semitism - is also an
opportunity to talk more broadly about social mechanisms (local government program in
schools "Human Rights Friendly School", which is covered by schools in Warsaw - an
example of systemic support for schools in human rights education)

We also talked about the harmfulness of manipulation in the media, propaganda and the fact that
young people do not always want to make the effort to verify the sources of news - they close
themselves in their private bubbles. And with that comes the risk of following stereotypes,
radicalization, etc.

In the second round, we talked more about ways of working in teaching about the Holocaust, what
support they need.

It was repeated that it is worth imparting knowledge about totalitarianism to young people, what
nationalism is, if only also on the occasion of elections.

We talked a lot about civic education - that it cannot be limited to only one subject: it is good that there
will be such a subject from the new school year - "we can't spoil it". - but this should not exempt other
teachers (teachers of other subjects) from civic education of young people. And there are various
ways to do this: an actually functioning student government, giving young people influence over
various processes at school, various projects, including those on history.

What works:

e anon-obvious approach to the subject, e.g. when visiting Warsaw and Muranéw, start with
architecture to tell the story of the ghetto

e local histories, it is worth exploring them with students, because this also builds a sense of

identity and responsibility for the place - if | know its history, people who lived here, acted

here, it is easier to identify with this place - which is important in a broader view of civic

education

A policy of small steps, building knowledge gradually

meeting a witness to history, or learning about the fate of specific people

"touching history", i.e. trips, even short, local ones, this is more remembered and perpetuated

showing young people what is behind the slogans, what is the ideology, also using a

contemporary example - analyzing the political programs of parties, or presidential

candidates
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e teacher: | see the need for training/meeting with someone from outside for teachers/students,
about how to talk despite differences, about the culture of discussion (in times of polarization
this is important).

Table No. 5: How oral history and podcasts support education in the local context.

Presenters: Grodzka Gate - NN Theater
Main assumptions:

e Oral history is a foundation - the story of an individual that cannot be repeated in the same
form.

e Each story is a unique opportunity to capture memory and emotion - the risk of losing
witnesses makes documenting their accounts urgent.

What is important for children/young people?

e Witnesses in the family - it is important for children to learn history through conversations
with relatives.

e Grandchildren's interviews with grandparents - a way to engage and experience history
personally.

e Microhistory - focus on individuals and everyday life, which leads to an understanding of
global history.

e History steps on the streets - locality helps young people understand that history happened
right next to them.

e Multi-perspective - showing different points of view helps understand the complexity of
history and prevents oversimplification.

e Action-response - showing the consequences of decisions and behaviors in history (e.g.,
attitudes toward exclusion) is key.

e Generational experience - intergenerational transmission strengthens ties and
responsibility.

e Teaching through objects - objects as carriers of memory and emotion, building a sense of
connection to the past and people.

Participants included: the author of a podcast about a children's concentration camp; her work shows
how to combine oral history with modern media in a way that is accessible and moving for a young
audience.
Lessons for creating educational tools:
e Focus on authenticity and personal stories - they engage emotionally and foster empathy.
e Use digital media (e.g., podcasts, videos, interactive maps) to reach young audiences.

e Design tools that encourage intergenerational dialogue and local historical discovery.

e Include the perspective of children and young people - through their questions, relationships,
emotions.
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e Show the diversity of experiences - including the fate of Jews, Roma, children, women,
helpers and indifferent people - to shatter stereotypes and simplifications.

e Engage students in creating their own micro-history projects that teach them to look at
the past as a set of decisions and values that are still relevant today.

Table No. 6: The importance of local memory and cultural heritage in Holocaust education
Hosted by: Borderland Foundation

Educational tools used and sought

- Lesson scenarios sought interesting and inspiring

- Educational materials from POLIN Museum (used frequently in work)

- Participation in socio-educational activities e.g. Daffodils Action; Krokus Action; Holocaust
Remembrance Day

- Education is also out-of-school time (day care center, library)
- education through an educational journey (Lecture, Meeting with the Master....., Cultural institution)
- map as a tool https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl - positive voices

Important:
- listen to the voice of the local community leave space for their statements

- evoking the local history of local residents (ordinary people)
- evoking the everydayness of local life

- local studies, publications (in many places they still do not exist, a treasure trove for educational
activities)

- meeting with witnesses (live contact)
- modern digital tools reaching the younger generation (e.g., podcast)
- raising awareness of the continuity between past and present, there is not one without the other

Analysis of evaluation questionnaires

The following is an analysis of the conclusions of the participants of the inaugural event of the project
"Education Against Anti-Semitism. Learning from the past to understand contemporary challenges. A
multimedia educational kit", based on the evaluation surveys collected. The overall reception of the
event was very positive, with clear support for the idea and goals of the project.

1. overall organization of the event: Most participants rated the organization of the inaugural event
very highly, giving it maximum or high marks (mostly 5, often 4). It was described as "prepared in a
professional and interesting manner at an efficient pace." There were, however, isolated comments,
mainly regarding the short duration, which hindered deeper discussion, the environment being too
noisy, and suggestions for a larger conference room.

2. meeting expectations: The majority of respondents said that the event largely met their
expectations, often rating this aspect at 5 or 4. Participants emphasized that the meeting provided
"new knowledge and teaching methods" and enabled them to "gain new skills and social
competencies." One person noted that the project "is not original and there have already been several
such projects," but appreciated the podcast as something new and useful.

3. a lecture by Professor Michal Bilewicz entitled. "Teaching the Holocaust in Times of Wars and
Crises" received an exceptionally positive reception, receiving almost the highest marks alone (5).
Participants found its conclusions "extremely valuable" and "relevant," especially those concerning:

- The need to move away from naturalistic depictions of the Holocaust to more universal content.

- The importance of local history and the lives of Jewish communities, not just their deaths.


https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl
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- The problems of retraumatization of students (especially from Ukraine) and the risk of PTSD
symptoms after visits to memorial sites.

- The marginal impact of school lessons on reducing anti-Semitism, emphasizing the effectiveness of
personal contacts.

- The increase in anti-Semitic content on social media following Hamas attacks.

- The risks of manipulating the Holocaust in the context of contemporary conflicts. Many people
emphasized that the lecture provided them with new perspectives and thoughts.

4. presentation of the project and consortium partners: the presentation of the project and its partners
was rated positively (mostly 5, sometimes 4). Participants appreciated the objectives presented and
the planned tools.

5. importance and need for the main idea of the project: The main idea of the project - to enrich the
Polish education system with multimedia tools for learning about the history of World War 11, the
Holocaust and anti-Semitic attitudes, as well as learning from the past to understand contemporary
challenges - was considered extremely important and needed by almost all interviewees. It was
pointed out that "the project responds to contemporary challenges" and is "extremely important in the
current reality, when war is no longer an abstract concept.”

6. importance and need for the project's goals: The project's goals of developing critical thinking,
promoting tolerance and respect, explaining the mechanisms leading to the Holocaust, and preventing
anti-Semitism and misinformation were also rated as very important and needed (dominant ratings of
5). Participants stressed the need to "educate, sensitize, reach out to the young through various
means and modern tools."

7. general impressions and expectations of the project: General impressions of the project idea were
very positive. Participants expressed hope for the creation of "modern tools tailored to the times and
audience," even apps and games. They also expected to create "templates to use with
students/tourists," opportunities to "exchange thoughts and ideas, build networks," and learn "new and
unique local stories." The teachessiezhistory.co.uk portal, podcast and publications (especially Hédi
Fried's book "Questions | was asked about the Holocaust") were positively received as promising
tools.

It was suggested that the project "take up the topic broadly, not just narrowing it down to
anti-Semitism, but in reference to the various manifestations of intolerance," and that it coordinate with
institutions with extensive experience. It was also stressed that the project should also be
implemented in cultural institutions, such as libraries.

8. "table talks”: Opinions on the table talks were mixed, though overwhelmingly positive or neutral
("Yes" or "Partly"). Many participants found them "very interesting and inspiring," enabling them to
"share new experiences and results of activities in local communities." It was noted that "all
interviewees (teachers, educators, museum professionals) stated that we encounter anti-Semitism
very often in public spaces." However, it was pointed out that the discussion time was too short and
there was a need for more space for reflection. Individual negative comments referred to the difficult
conditions of the conversation, too noisy surroundings and the impression of "breaking open doors."

9. additional suggestions: Participants made suggestions such as:

- Providing a larger conference room.

- Extending the duration of sessions and networking breaks.

- Use of Polish children's diaries (e.g. Rutka Laskier, Dawid Rubinowicz).

- Extending the reach of the project to cultural institutions (libraries, entertainers, educators).
- Inviting "witnesses of history" to future events.

- Organizing educational walks around historical sites (e.g., the Warsaw Ghetto) and presentations of
participants' own discoveries.

In conclusion, the inauguration of the project was received very positively, and its goals and concept
were widely appreciated. The noted shortcomings, such as time constraints or discussion conditions,
did not diminish the general enthusiasm and support for the project's activities.
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