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Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

We share the summary of the consultation event of the project "Education Against Anti-Semitism.
Learning from the Past to Understand Contemporary Challenges. Multimedia Educational Toolkit"
("Educational Toolkit") with the objectives of WP2 in mind.

The project consultation event took place on November 15, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the
Gabriel Narutowicz Institute of Political Thought in Warsaw. The meeting, organized by the KARTA
Center (consortium leader) in cooperation with the Gabriel Narutowicz Institute of Political Thought,
was the second substantive event of the two-year international project.


https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/projekt/multimediakit/
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The main goal of the project is to create and promote a multi-perspective set of multimedia
educational tools for teachers, history and human rights educators, and students aged 14—19 from
Poland and Lithuania. The aim is to raise awareness of the dangers of anti-Semitism and other forms
of stigmatization and exclusion, and to prevent anti-Semitic attitudes, Holocaust denial, and the
distortion of historical truths.

The event involved representatives of the consortium partners, including the Center for Citizenship
Education Foundation, the Open Education Foundation, the Lithuanian Jewish Community, the
Pogranicze Foundation, and the Grodzka Gate Center NN Theater (excused absence).

The concept of the project's planned educational materials was presented, including the use of
personal accounts and testimonies, publications (e.g., “The Girl from the Closed City,” “Questions | am
Asked About the Holocaust”), a multimedia map of Holocaust sites, and a 10-episode podcast,
available on the uczycsiezhistorii.pl portal, based on the results of WP1 (Work Package 1) “Research
of historical source materials and preliminary selection of sources,” whose main objective was to
collect source materials through archival research and searches in the archives of consortium
partners, as well as their preliminary selection for educational purposes within the project.

In order to prepare a justified and needed concept of educational materials the consortium partners
decided to make a needs assessment among the target groups of the project. During the event, the
results of a report on the emotional and didactic needs of teachers regarding education about difficult
history were also presented. The results were published on the website: www.uczycsiezhistorii.pl

The main reason for conducting the study was the gap in the existing literature on the subject. Most
studies on teaching difficult history and historical empathy have focused on students, neglecting the
perspective of teachers, who are key to the effective implementation of teaching strategies.

The study aimed to fill this gap by:

1. Collecting data from a nationwide survey of teachers and educators on the Holocaust, whose
voices are underrepresented.

2. Analyzing the psychosocial conditions of teaching about a traumatic past, going beyond the
substantive needs and taking into account the emotional dimension of teachers' work.

3. Diagnosing current educational challenges so that the findings could be used to develop teaching
materials (Educational Toolkit) and design a workshop program.

4. Supporting teachers in building mature, empathetic, and factually accurate historical education.

If historical education is metaphorically speaking a building, the study showed that teachers have a
strong will and motivation to erect a solid edifice based on truth and empathy (realistic historical goals
and a sense of purpose in their work). However, they lack modern tools (digital multimedia, emotional
closure scenarios), and external political and social winds (pressure, polarization) hinder their free
operation. Therefore, the Educational Toolkit should be a set of durable and flexible scaffolding
(multi-contextual, source materials) and health and safety instructions (emotional and methodological
support), enabling safe and effective work on the difficult construction site of historical education.

THE FULL STUDY CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE:
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/artykul/raport-dydaktyczne-i-emocjonalne-potrzeby-nauczycieli-w-nauczaniu
-0-holokauscie/

The key point of the event was the presentation of the concept of the project's educational
materials in the form of workshops with teachers and educators.

The conclusions of the report were practical in nature and pointed to several key pillars on which the
Educational Toolkit teaching concept should be based:

1. Taking into account the emotional and moral aspects (education “to the heart”)

Both the project methodology and the survey results emphasize the need to address education not
only to the “head” but also to the “heart.”


http://www.uczycsiezhistorii.pl
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/artykul/raport-dydaktyczne-i-emocjonalne-potrzeby-nauczycieli-w-nauczaniu-o-holokauscie/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/artykul/raport-dydaktyczne-i-emocjonalne-potrzeby-nauczycieli-w-nauczaniu-o-holokauscie/
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« Lack of emotional tools: As many as 84.6% of the teachers surveyed agree that they lack teaching
tools to support working with students' negative emotions. More than half (56.9%) feel that there is a
lack of guidance on how to safely conclude lessons on difficult topics, which is crucial to avoid leaving
students with unprocessed emotions.

» Recommendations for the Toolkit: The materials should include methodological elements for
recognizing emotional overload in students, propose ready-made response scenarios, and provide
inspiration for effectively closing lessons. The content should also be adapted to the age and
sensitivity of the students, starting with simple, individual narratives (micro scale) for younger children
and reserving complex social issues for older ones.

* The role of empathy: Psychologists consider historical empathy (cognitive and emotional
engagement with the experiences of people from the past in order to understand their decisions) to be
a key element of historical education. The Toolkit concept should be based on recommendations for
historical empathy, including rich contextualization, developing students' self-awareness, using a
multi-perspective approach, building personal connections to the past (through sources and
testimonies), and combining critical analysis with imagination.

2. Shaping civic attitudes and critical thinking

Teachers have a very strong sense of mission and belief in the social function of history education,
recognizing that history can contribute to building a more tolerant society.

* Willingness to address controversy: Teachers are very willing to address difficult and painful topics
(e.g., the crime in Jedwabne, negative attitudes of Poles towards Jews, Operation Vistula).

* Realistic approach to history: A realistic understanding of history prevails among the respondents
(M=6.38 out of 7), which means striving for the truth, even if it undermines the positive image of one's
own group.

» Need for critical tools: As many as 82% of respondents believe that schools should systematically
develop media education. About 70% report a need for ready-made exercises to distinguish between
facts and opinions and to expose mechanisms of manipulation and disinformation (including in social
media such as TikTok and YouTube).

* Recommendations for the Toolkit: The materials should synthesize historical education with media,
ethics, and civic education. It is necessary to provide young people with critical tools for recognizing
conspiracy theories and hate speech, and to analyze the mechanisms that lead to the repetition of

history (e.g., the “grain of sand” mechanism, the “us and them” dichotomy, the role of the observer).

3. Preferred formats and flexibility

Teachers demonstrate a high degree of autonomy and are open to going beyond the core curriculum
for socially important content. However, they expect to be provided with the appropriate tools.

» Material preferences: Teachers are most likely to use source-based materials (e.g., eyewitness
accounts, documents, memoirs — 47% and 40.9%) and multimedia (educational films — 34.8%;
interactive maps and applications — 31.8%). Traditional textbooks are the least attractive (9.1%).

» Multi-contextuality and time: Due to the pressure of the core curriculum and lack of time, materials
must be flexible in terms of time and serve as inspiration rather than strict instructions. They should be
multi-contextual, allowing for adaptation to the length of the class and the maturity of the students.

* Local dimension: There is a high demand for materials presenting the histories of local Jewish
communities (64%).

» Recommendations for the Toolkit: Priority should be given to digital and interactive resources for
independent exploration by students, as well as authentic testimonies and sources that engage
emotionally (dialogic education). The Toolkit should support the embedding of Holocaust topics in a
local context.

4. Conclusions regarding training

The teachers surveyed are characterized by a high level of self-efficacy (they trust their abilities).
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« Training topics: Interest in training is very high. The most desired training topics are: distinguishing
facts from opinions and identifying manipulation/misinformation, moderating discussions about hate
speech and conspiracy theories, and contemporary ethnic conflicts and genocides (90%).

» Recommendations for the Toolkit: Training materials should serve as inspiration rather than strict
instruction and be delivered in an atmosphere of partnership and discussion. Psychological modules
should be included to strengthen support for teachers in dealing with difficult topics.

Overall, the Educational Toolkit teaching concept should combine a strong factual foundation (in line
with realistic historical theory) with the development of emotional and critical skills in order to
counteract distortions of memory and strengthen students' moral and civic competencies. The
materials must be a tool that supports teacher autonomy in the face of political and social pressure.

The concept of the project's educational materials together with workshops’ scenarios with
teachers and educators can be viewed and downloaded here:

(PL)

https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/2025/11/26/drafts-of-educational-materials-to-download/ (EN)

The next crucial point of the consultation-event was the group work. Teachers and educators were
able to share their opinions in small group discussions led by representatives of partner organizations
and experts - methodologists hired specifically for this purpose. Workshops covered following topics:

- democratic education through education using memories on example of memories of Larissa Cain
(Girl from a closed city) (workshop no. 1),

- difficult topics in Holocaust education - the role of the witness to history (no. 2),
- use of multimedia tools and personal testimonies in education against anti-Semitism (no. 3)

- the importance of local memory, including working with archival materials, shaping democratic and
civic attitudes through Holocaust education (no. 4).

Results of the workshops:

Workshop no. 1: How to talk to students about the Holocaust — based on Larissa Cain's memoirs
Chair: Malgorzata Glinka, Mazovian Local Government Teacher Training Center

Scenario to download:
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz-warsztatow-dla-nauczycieli-dot.-Dz

iewczyna-z-zamknietego-miasta.pdf
Workshop No. 2: Difficult questions in Holocaust education

Chair: Robert Szuchta, historian, teacher, and journalist. Co-author of history teaching programs and
textbooks. Co-creator and coordinator of educational programs devoted to the Holocaust.

Scenario to download/watch:
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Trudne-pytania Robert Szuchta.pdf
Workshop No. 3: Voices from the past — Jewish accounts of Polish attitudes towards Jews in local
history. The use of historical sources and interactive maps as tools for analyzing attitudes and social
memory.

Chair: Mariusz Sokotowski, Open Education Foundation

Scenario to download:
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz_Glosy-z-przeszlosci Mariusz_Sok
olowskj.pdf

Workshop No. 4: The local context of the Holocaust through accounts and memories

Chair: Marek Kotcon, teacher and local activist from south-eastern Poland (Zamos$¢), nominated for
the Polin Award 2025

Scenario to download:


https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/2025/11/26/projekty-materialow-edukacyjnych-do-pobrania/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/en/2025/11/26/drafts-of-educational-materials-to-download/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz-warsztatow-dla-nauczycieli-dot.-Dziewczyna-z-zamknietego-miasta.pdf
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz-warsztatow-dla-nauczycieli-dot.-Dziewczyna-z-zamknietego-miasta.pdf
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Trudne-pytania_Robert_Szuchta.pdf
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz_Glosy-z-przeszlosci_Mariusz_Sokolowski.pdf
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Scenariusz_Glosy-z-przeszlosci_Mariusz_Sokolowski.pdf
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https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/scenari

usz lokalny-kontekst-zaglady marek kolcon/

The results of the meeting - the recording is presented on the YouTube Channel of KARTA:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWE7YIRPJycwar8lkgS3BmFMw1wmvCR4U

The consortium partners are happy that the program of the event was so attractive for the target
group. We received over 60 applications from people who wanted to participate in the event.

40 of them were participating in the event, which is quite sufficient considering that the event took
place between many other events in autumn in Poland (October and November are very busy in terms
of historical and educational events).

We had to give up a typical open space character of the event due to technical and organisational
questions. Our teachers and educators wanted to know how many people are interested on the
specific topic to better prepare to the workshop they have to conduct.

Summary and networking

Participants were able to share their own suggestions and insights, contributing their input and
perspective to the development of the educational materials. The participants hope that it will also
translate into improving the quality of their teaching and contribute to more effective shaping of young
people's attitudes. Participation in its consultation was an opportunity to deepen reflection on the
challenges of historical education and human rights and to establish valuable contacts among
educators from Poland and Lithuania, co-creating a network of cooperation in the field of Holocaust
and human rights education.

Teachers and educators learned about opportunities to participate in future workshops and training
sessions organized as part of the project. We started to build a network of representatives of our
target group via a Facebook group called: Cyfrowa pamie¢ - edukacja historyczna/digital memory -

history education (hitps://www.facebook.com/groups/346823212967062). We also plan to start a

group on Whatsapp to better communicate with people interested in our project, teaching materials
and networking.

Participants received a free copy of the KARTA publication used in the project, a book by Larissa Cain
entitled The Girl from the Closed City: Memories from the Warsaw Ghetto.

We also conducted a European survey. We introduced it and "trained" participants how to complete it.
We will report the results at the end of the project.

Analysis of evaluation questionnaires

The following is an analysis of the conclusions of the participants of the inaugural event of the project
"Education Against Anti-Semitism. Learning from the past to understand contemporary challenges. A
multimedia educational kit", based on the evaluation surveys collected. The overall reception of the
event was very positive, with clear support for the idea and methodological concept of the project.

In detail summary of the results and reflections contained in the evaluation survey following issues:

1. Assessment of the Report on Emotional and Didactic Needs:

Participants expressed positive opinions about the presentation of the report on the survey examining
emotional and didactic needs in Holocaust education (prepared by the Center for Research on
Prejudice at the University of Warsaw).

» Some respondents considered the collection of such data to be important.

» The report was described as interesting, which prompted participants to want to read the entire
study.

» There was also a reflection that if teaching about the Holocaust does not become a ministerial
priority, it will remain a grassroots activity carried out by enthusiasts.

2. Evaluation of the Workshops and Group Work:


https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/scenariusz_lokalny-kontekst-zaglady_marek_kolcon/
https://uczycsiezhistorii.pl/projekt/edukacja-przeciwko-antysemityzmowi-multimedialny-zestaw/scenariusz_lokalny-kontekst-zaglady_marek_kolcon/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwE7YlRPJycwar8IkqS3BmFMw1wmvCR4U
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346823212967062
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The afternoon workshops, conducted in cooperation with the Center for Civic Education, were
evaluated as inspiring and substantively valuable.

« Participants noted that working in groups provided them with new perspectives or ideas to use in
educational practice.

* Positive comments about the workshops included:
o Mention of the interesting and inspiring nature of the meeting and the critical approach to the topic.
o Appreciation of the substantive and factual approach.

o Emphasis on the fact that the workshop provided a lot of inspiring materials and inspiration for
teaching activities.

> Some participants were particularly impressed by the work with documents/reports found in archives
and the analysis of source material in the form of registration books.

> One participant deliberately chose the workshop because of the instructor (Robert Szuchta), whom
he holds in high regard and whose educational materials for the exhibition “They Were Neighbors” had
previously helped him in conducting classes with students.

3. Topics to be Developed in the Future (Educational Toolkit):

Participants expressed great interest in further developing a number of issues within the “Educational
Toolkit” project. The most popular topics included:

a. Combating disinformation and critical thinking: Holocaust denial / combating disinformation / critical
approach to the media / ethical use of Al.

b. Local context and sources: Use of historical materials/sources on local history made available on an
interactive map.

c¢. Trauma and psychological support: Trauma - psychological self-awareness/self-help/help for
teachers and students.

d. Contemporary challenges and moral dilemmas: Genocide / how to talk about Gaza? / civil
disobedience / moral dilemmas.

e. Working with testimonies and emotions: Reflections of witnesses to history and difficult
conversations with young people using publications (e.g., Hedi Fried's “Was | afraid of death?
Questions about the Holocaust” and Larissa Cain's “The Girl from the Closed City”), and Memory and
emotions: catharsis, the role of witnesses to history in education.

f. Mechanisms of exclusion: Analysis of the mechanisms leading to exclusion/the Holocaust (e.g.,
Stanton's 10 steps).

4. Additional suggestions for future events:

Among the suggestions for future events was a request to organize subsequent meetings on
weekends (Saturdays-Sundays) to facilitate travel. It was also suggested that at the beginning of the
meetings, the participants themselves should be listened to, as they often contribute interesting stories
and a wealth of experience.

In conclusion, the consultation of the project was received very positively, and its goals and concept
were widely appreciated. The noted shortcomings, such as time constraints or discussion conditions,
did not diminish the general enthusiasm and support for the project's activities.
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