“Knowledge and practice. From research to your own tools for teaching about difficult pasts”
Ladies and gentlemen!

We invite you to an event entitled “Knowledge and practice. From research to our own tools for teaching about
the difficult past,” during which we will not only present the results of a survey examining the emotional and
didactic needs in teaching about the Holocaust, but also discuss ideas for new educational tools and materials
that address difficult topics.

We invite researchers, teachers of history, Polish language, ethics, and civic education, as well as educators
from non-governmental organizations and museum guides.

The difficult past is present not only in textbooks, but also in discussions about contemporary challenges, such
as the war in Ukraine or Gaza. That is why we propose a joint reflection on these issues:

how to educate not only the “head” but also the “heart,” and what are the consequences of this? How to deal
with the emotions that these topics evoke? What do the accounts of witnesses inspire us to do? How did they
cope with trauma and how do they cope with it now? How does today's psychology help us in this matter?

How can we shape critical thinking in students in the age of ubiquitous artificial intelligence? How can we talk
about disinformation?

How can teaching about a difficult past influence the formation of civic attitudes? What skills should be
developed to recognize prejudice and stereotypes? What is worth making students/class participants aware
of? What mechanisms are worth showing?

We invite you to participate and discuss!

The number of places for the event is limited, and participants will be accepted on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Event title: “Knowledge and practice. From research to your own tools for teaching about difficult pasts”

Date: November 15, 2025, hours: 11:00 a.m.—4:45 p.m. Venue: Gabriel Narutowicz Institute of Political
Thought, Warsaw, ul. Powsinska 64A.

The event is part of the project “Education against anti-Semitism. Learning from the past to understand
contemporary challenges. Multimedia educational kit,” and therefore focuses on sample educational materials,
which will be published in their final version in the first half of 2026. The event is co-hosted by the Center for
Citizenship Education.

Registration link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4u0cF2E756 ANHITvyOwquTR957jvp4Y0bQncUwkzOU2fcbQ/vi
ewform?usp=sharing&ouid=102414251746070822049

Event schedule:
11:00-11:30 a.m. — Organizational matters, registration, and welcome coffee
11:30-11:40 a.m. — Welcome and presentation of the program

11:40 a.m.—12:25 p.m. — Presentation of the report from the survey examining emotional and didactic needs in
teaching about the Holocaust (Center for Research on Prejudice, University of Warsaw)

12:30-2:00 p.m. — Workshop: Attitudes and choices in extreme times. New educational materials for the
exhibition “They Were Neighbors” (led by the Center for Civic Education)



2:00-2:45 p.m. — Lunch break

2:45-3:15 p.m. — Introduction to the presentation of the concept of planned educational materials in working
groups (general presentation by KARTA)

3:15-4:15 p.m. — Work in 4 groups (one round): during the group session, participants will be divided into
groups addressed to primary and secondary school teachers. These groups will focus on the following topics
(to choose from):

1. History from a child's perspective: How to teach about the Holocaust through Larissa Cain's testimony “The
Girl from the Closed City” (led by Matgorzata Glinka) — aimed mainly at primary school teachers.

2. Dialogue with an eyewitness: The mechanisms of the Holocaust and contemporary challenges. Between
asking questions and searching for answers based on Hedi Fried's publication “Was | afraid of death?
Questions about the Holocaust” (Robert Szuchta) — aimed mainly at secondary school teachers and
extracurricular educators.

3. Voices from the past — Jewish accounts of Poles' attitudes towards Jews in local history. Using historical
sources and interactive maps as tools for analyzing attitudes and social memory (Mariusz Sokotowski) —
addressed mainly to primary school teachers.

4. History happened here. Discovering the local context of the Holocaust through the accounts and memories
of witnesses (Marek Kofcon) — addressed mainly to secondary school teachers and extracurricular educators.

4:15-4:45 p.m. — Plenary meeting — summary of group work and plans for the future.

Confirmation of participation:

Please confirm your intention to take advantage of your guaranteed place as soon as possible.

To confirm, please complete this survey, including answering the question about your choice of working group
(1,2, 3, or4):

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4u0cF2E756 ANHITvy9wquTR957jvp4Y0bQncUwkzOU2fcbQ/vi
ewform?usp=sharing&ouid=102414251746070822049

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Best regards,

The KARTA Center Team

Workshop No. 1:
WORKSHOP MAINLY FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
How to teach about the Holocaust in a safe and empathetic way? Discover the “From the Heart” method!

We invite you to a unique workshop: “How to teach about the Holocaust in primary school based on (using)
Larissa Cain's memoirs, The Girl from the Closed City. Memories from the Warsaw Ghetto?”

If you are wondering how to introduce your students to these difficult times without causing unnecessary
distress, this workshop is for you!



The material is excellent! Larissa Cain's memoirs are a very good source material for teaching regular content
on World War Il and the post-war period in the 8th grade of primary school from the core curriculum.

What will you learn in the workshop?
The aim of the class is to equip teachers with practical tools that will enable them to:
+ understand what “heartfelt” education is and how it relates to the development of historical empathy.

* learn about excerpts from Larissa Cain's memoirs as a tool for talking to students about a child's experience
during the war.

* be able to plan a short, emotionally safe lesson about the Holocaust in elementary school.

We imagine these classes as intensive work: we will work together to create material that you can take with
you. This material is intended to be a “starter kit” for your classes, ready to use in your classroom!

Don't wait! Join us and get practical tools for working with the most difficult history!

Host: Matgorzata Glinka is a history consultant teacher at the MSCDN Department in Warsaw and a history
and geography teacher.

Workshop No. 2:
¢ The Dilemmas of the Holocaust: How to talk about difficult topics? ¢

We invite you to a unique workshop: “What do Holocaust witnesses teach us? Between asking questions and
searching for answers.”

You have attended lectures on difficult topics in history classes, but no lecturer has provided a satisfactory
answer to the key question: what is a difficult topic in teaching about the Holocaust?

We will try to answer it!

If you want to explore this issue and join us in thinking about how to talk to students about these difficult
topics/dilemmas in class, this workshop is for you.

During the meeting, we will work in groups, analyzing texts and discussing topics that are at the heart of the
Holocaust experience:

1. “Passivity in the face of evil”

2. “On the loneliness of dying”

3. “Between altruism and selfishness. The man who was broken”
What will we be working on?

Workshop participants will work on selected excerpts from books and statements by leading authors and
witnesses. These are people who have formulated important thoughts on the above topics. Among them will
be excerpts from the works of: « Marian Turski; « Zofia Posmysz; « Marek Edelman; « Heidi Fred; * Zofia
Kossak-Szczucka; « Martin Niemoller; « lan Karshaw; « Maryla and other authors.

The statements of these figures will inspire us to discuss.

Join us and help us define how to effectively teach about the dilemmas of the Holocaust!



Moderator: Robert Szuchta, history teacher, historian, journalist, co-creator and coordinator of educational
programs devoted to the Holocaust

Workshop No. 3:
Great challenges, local history — join us for a workshop for elementary school teachers!

Are you looking for effective tools for teaching about the Holocaust and difficult past, focusing on the local
context and social attitudes? We invite you to choose Working Group No. 3 during our event “Knowledge and
practice. From research to your own tools for teaching about difficult past.”

Title: Voices from the past — Jewish accounts of Polish attitudes towards Jews in local history.
Who it's for: The workshop is mainly for elementary school teachers.

What we offer: During this session, we'll focus on using Jewish accounts as sources for discovering local
history. Participants will work with innovative tools, such as historical sources and interactive maps, to analyze
attitudes and social memory.

Joint reflection on these issues aims to answer how teaching about a difficult past can influence the shaping of
civic attitudes and what mechanisms are worth showing students so that they can recognize prejudices and
stereotypes.

Moderator: Mariusz Sokotowski, historian, social studies teacher, primary school principal, president of the
Open Education Foundation

Workshop No. 4:

During the workshop entitled History Happened Here: Discovering the Local Context of the Holocaust Through
Witness Accounts and Memories, we will focus on using witness accounts and memories to place the
Holocaust in the context of local history. This is a space for reflection on questions that are key to historical
and civic education.

We will discuss:

» What skills should be developed to recognize prejudice and stereotypes? Examining the local context allows
for the development of critical thinking and empathy.

» What should students/class participants be made aware of? Local history shows that the “difficult past” is not
an abstraction, but concerns specific places and people, which encourages reflection on moral choices in
extreme times.

* What mechanisms are worth showing? Discovering local relationships allows for an analysis of specific
attitudes of Poles towards Jews in local history, including the mechanisms that led to the choice of a given
attitude.

This workshop is mainly addressed to secondary school teachers and extracurricular educators.

Led by: Marek Kotcon, history teacher, social activist



